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January 14, 2019

The Honourable Jody Wilson-Raybould, Lib, MP
Minister of Veterans Affairs
Veterans Affairs Canada
66 Slater Street, 14th Floor
Ottawa, Ontario  K1A 0P4

Re:  Standing Committee On Veterans Affairs/PM’s Mandate Letter

Dear Minister Wilson-Raybould;

I write today on behalf of the members of Canadian Naval Air Group (CNAG) to
express  our  sincere  congratulations  on  your  new  appointment  as  Minister  of
Veterans Affairs.  

We look  forward  to  an  opportunity  to  share  with  you  our  continued  concerns
regarding  the  well  documented,  current  deficiencies  within  the  New  Veterans
Charter/Veterans Well-being Act.  In particular, the “One Standard One Veteran”
when it  comes  to  the  new Pension for  Life  allocation  that  would  discriminate
between those individuals that served in Afghanistan, etc prior to 2006 and those
that have been injured since in our current endeavours throughout the world.  It is
also  essential  that  we  recognize  the  need  to  appropriately  fund  the  family
caregivers that are confronted daily to not only look after their significant others
suffering from various disabilities, especially PTSD but also the challenges they
face including their own well being and loss of opportunity to retain their jobs and
most importantly the income too sustain the quality of life they enjoyed prior to
confronting these unforeseen issues. 



As  active  members  of  the  VAC  Stakeholder  Summits  and  numerous  plenary
meetings, in particular, the “National Council of Veteran Associations in Canada”,
the Legion hosted “Veterans Consultation Assembly”, and the National Association
of  Federal  Retirees,  we've  continuously  supported  the  in-depth  constructive
criticism presented to VAC by our fellow Veteran Organizations regarding these
deficiencies.  

Considering the concerns expressed above,  we remain hopefully optimistic that
your appointment as Minister of VAC will invoke a fresh impartial approach to this
dilemma and soon provide the impetus to overcome the multitude of complexities
that have daunted previous ministers.  Inevitably our collective mandate should be
that  during  your  tenure  the  requisite  legislative  policy  solutions  necessary  to
accomplish the long sought-after improvements to the NVC/VWA will  come to
fruition.

It is these initial progressive, motivational steps that we as CNAGers and no doubt
our fellow Veteran Organizations will be favourably supporting.  However, we still
firmly believe that a continuous, reactionary, collaborative effort by all concerned
is  required  to  achieve  the  ultimate  goal  of  financial  security  for  our  disabled
Veterans.   We truly hope that  together  we can achieve this  vital  objective and
finally implement the fourteen recommendations detailed in the subject Standing
Committee Report.  

We look forward to any comments you may wish to share regarding our concerns.

Respectfully,

Paul Baiden, MMM, OStJ, SC, CD, KStG

National Chairman
Canadian Naval Air Group
(613) 824-1561


