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NAVAL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA - OTTAWA BRANCH 
BATTLE OF ATLANTIC GALA DINNER 2016 

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 6 JUNE 2016 

 
General 
 
Planning for the 2016 Battle of the Atlantic Gala Dinner commenced in 
September 2015 under the co-chairmanship of Tim Addison and Barry 
Walker.  The sponsorship campaign began almost immediately so that potential 
sponsors could plan for the expense.   Early meetings with the Canadian War 
Museum and Distinction Caterers confirmed NAC’s intentions for the dinner, and 
allowed detailed planning to begin for a maximum of 440 guests at the dinner. 
 
The Dinner Steering Committee met regularly beginning in December to oversee 
the sponsorship activities, and the Event Planning Committee began its work in 
January to sort out the numerous details involved in hosting the event. 
 
Ticket sales commenced on 15 March, and the event was quickly sold out, 
confirming that the Gala Dinner is one of the highlights of the Branch year 
Budget 
 
The budget submitted to the NAC-O Board of Directors forecast a total revenue 
of $162,000 against expense of $109,540, resulting in a net amount of $52,960 
to be raised for the work of the NAC. 
 
The exceptional efforts of the Steering Committee resulted in a record number of 
sponsors and revenues that were 60% greater than anticipated.  A final 
accounting will be available by the end of May 2016. 
 
A thank you letter to the sponsors is to be sent by end-May 2016. 
 
Program 
 
The 2016 program followed the examples of previous years, and included the 
unveiling of a new Navy video, the presentation of a bust of LS Leander Green to 
the Navy, and the presentation of the Admirals’ Medal to Dr Jim Boutilier from 
MARPAC.   
 
As each year passes, the number of veterans who are able to attend the event 
diminishes substantially, with only 30 veterans able to attend this year.    
 
Efforts to include a number of parliamentarians in the program were not as 



successful as hoped for.  The House was in recess, and many members had 
returned to their ridings.  Notwithstanding, 4 MPs and one Senator attended. 
 
We were again fortunate to have 20 Cadets from RMC in attendance, thus 
retaining a link to the future of the navy. 
 
Catering & Facilities 
 
We continue to have a strong working relationship with the Canadian War 
Museum and its caterer Distinction by Sodexho.  The War Museum excelled in 
providing the space, setting up and takedown of the banquet, and by waiving the 
parking charges for the evening.  Distinction provided an outstanding menu, 
which was upgraded at no extra charge 
 
Printing and graphic artist support for the event was provided by Print 3,  on 
Laurier Ave.  As in past years, this company was extremely responsive to our 
needs and provided excellent service despite last minute changes to the seating 
plan. 
 
IT support for registration was again provided by Eply.  We have used this 
service for all previous events, but have not taken full advantage of its 
capabilities.   The organizing committee intends to retain Eply for future events 
and will make better use of the system to track and notify registrants about the 
event. 
 
It is strongly recommended that we continue all of these business 
relationships  for future events. 
 
Organization 
 
The co-chairs would like to recognize the outstanding work performed by the 
members of the planning committee.  Without their support, the event could not 
have taken place. 
 
LS Darcy Boucher   Social Media 
HCapt(N) Adrian Burns  Publicity 
CPO2 Cheryl Bush   Program Coordinator 
Jim Carruthers   Sponsorship and Steering Committee 
Anne Carroll    Program Coordination &  Flowers 
Richard Gimblett   Admirals’ Medal 
Capt(N) Scott Guild   Steering Committee 
Capt(N) Richard Jean  Steering Committee 
Nick Leak    Seating Plan 
John Millar    Finance 
Jay Plante    Sponsorship 
David Soule    Audio-Visual Support 



Sean Sutton    Naval Heritage 
Cdr Luc Tremblay   Naval Staff POC and guest list coordination 
 
Recommendations 
 
The co-chairs recommend: 
 
a. Planning for the 2017 Dinner begin as early as possible, and no later than 
August 2016 
b. the event continue to use the theme of “Honouring our Past … Charting 
our Future” 
c. care be exercised to avoid the possibility of donor fatigue when seeking 
sponsorship 
d. the future planning committee continues with the supplier relationships 
that have been established; and 
e. the sponsorship committee should make early contact with potential 
sponsors (before summer 2016) in order to get funding requests into the 
company budgets. 
 
Barry Walker 
Co-Chair BOA Gala 


