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From the President
By Bob Bush

Dear Branch Members,
As the new
President, I have the
privilege to be involved in
an exciting time for the
NOAC. With the Navy’s
Centennial celebrations,
which kicked off in October
this year and will extend
into 2010, we of the naval
community will have an
excellent opportunity to
turn the country’s attention
towards the significance of
maritime affairs, and to
celebrate our Navy’s
contributions over the past
century. As the NOAC
moves to rejuvenate the
organization, maintaining
the camaraderie which we
all enjoy while contributing
in a relevant way to our
country’s maritime future,
the convergence of our
renewal efforts with the
Centennial provides our
association with a unique
opportunity to get involved
and contribute. This of
course will be a busy time
for many of us, and I hope
that the Board of Directors
will be able to draw on the
membership if it becomes
2

necessary to help share the
load.
I am committed to
the ongoing renewal of the
NOAC, set in motion with
the acceptance of the
Fowler Report and being
well-guided in its
implementation with
Richard Archer at the helm.
This initiative is essential to
the longevity of the NOAC.
Further, I can think of no
better way to commence the
second 100 years of naval
service than to provide
serving and retired officers
with a relevant and engaged
social and professional
association. In this light, I
value the relationship that
we have built with the
Society of Naval Architects
and Marine Engineers
(SNAME). It is one of my
personal goals as President
to develop similar
relationships with other
like-minded organizations.
To this end I have met with
the Secretary of the
Washington DC Branch of
the Surface Navy
Association, and will soon
meet with the President to
discuss areas where our
two “National Capital
Region” organizations can
work together. These types
of relationships have the
potential to add greatly to
the value of an NOAC
membership, and offer
unique opportunities to
interact with other
maritime professionals.
As Richard Gimblett
moves on to the Ottawa
National Director position, I
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want to thank him for all has done over the
past 5 years that he has served as VicePresident and President. Rich has provided
very sound leadership and has brought
about some welcome changes, particularly in
the Board of Directors with the creation of
Director-at-Large positions. With these new
positions in place, succession within the
Board will become “planned” rather than
“press ganged”. I also wish to thank Heather
Armstrong who has surrendered the Ottawa
National Director position to Rich. Heather
ends 7 years of service to the NOAC in the
Vice-President, President and National
Director positions and has seen us through a
good many changes including the initiation
of the renewal project. BZ Heather for all of
your contributions!
I look forward to greeting all members
at the monthly meetings and at the mess,
and to working with the Board of Directors
as we move ahead on the many issues and
activities that will flow down from the NOAC
renewal initiative.
Cheers, Bob S

From Sub-Lieutenant Down –
Part 13
By Ted White
Fond memories of our formative years as
young officers can be characterized in the
great numbers of minor, mostly humourous
incidents, that we all lived through, by merely
going the 'nothing ventured--nothing gained'
route. Herein are selected vignettes from the
'fifty's, reflecting our life and times.
Firstly…"Ale, man, ale's the stuff to drink,
For fellows whom its hurts to think."
A.E.Housman
We intellectuals, attending Royal
Naval College, Greenwich England, were
given, in what seemed very short semesters
Soundings November 2009

From the Editor
By Richard Archer
The cover story in this edition is on the
Halifax Class Modernization, something I
believe we can all be very interested in as the
Navy moves to make itself over for the
coming challenges. Thanks to Branch
member, and not incidentally both the
author of the Fowler Report on NOAC
Renewal and the Project Manager for HCM,
Cdr Russ Fowler for facilitating the article by
LCdr Owen Brine.
As an old Ops Officer and one-time
Operational Requirements Manager for the
original CPF Project I continue to have an
interest in all things that help our sailors do
their jobs. Back in the early 80s one of the
big tasks was to support Jim Carruthers and
his technical whizzes on getting SHINPADS
into the frigates. Our contribution in the
Project Office was to ensure the competing
ship integrators designed the ops room
layout right. Part 1 of Jim’s article on the
launch of SHINPADS describes the start of
an intriguing epoch in Canadian ingenuity
and technical excellence.
Enjoy this edition of Soundings! S

followed by grand periods of vacation breaks.
Such was the case in the Spring of 1956.
What to do, where to go, what the cost, what
the fun?
Through the good graces of Sean, one
of our Royal Marine classmates, four of us
were invited to Ireland for a week or so, to
include a few days living out of his home in
Dublin and then a subsequent visit to the
grandmother's cottage at Ballydooley, County
Roscommon.
Sean's father was a physician, serving
in St. Bricin's Military Hospital, Dublin. His
home mailing address (only in Ireland) was,
"Fassaugh House, Finglas Road, Across from
the Cemetery, Dublin, Ireland."
Sean's father was the spitting image of
the well-loved movie actor, Louis Calhearn
('High Society' with Bing Crosby and Frank
Sinatra). Tall, proper moustache, aristocratic
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and immaculately turned out in his Colonel's
uniform of the Irish Army. St. Bricin's had
been built by the British Engineering Corps
in different days.
With great anticipation, off we charged
on Brit Rail to Liverpool and the ferry to
Dublin. Sean's home was the classic, roomy
Victorian. His mother was out of Jane
Austin, gracious and welcoming.
Some rules of the home were quietly
pointed out. One room only for smoking, and
everyone was expected to attend 'tea'. Other
than that our time was our own.
But the Colonel had other ideas. As
visiting officers, we were expected to pay our
respects to the Officer's Mess at St. Bricin's
on our first day.
I will never forget the announced call to the
household, at 1100. "We'll be going to get the
papers Bessie”, the response being, "that’s
foine -- be home for tea."
Being 'tail-end Charlie', entering the
military complex, I was approached by, and
donated silver change to a ragged looking
Boy Scout, soliciting the entrance area. He
placed a memento tag on my lapel.
Into the welcoming Mess, we were
immediately burdened with a pint of
Guinness. The Colonel spent the next few
hours, leaning on the fireplace mantle,
where, was placed a steward call button
which upon execution, out of the anteroom
came Mr. Hannah, an oil-slicked back head
of hair who could have been out of Ealing
Studios, and his oft-repeated "Wotl it be,
Sir?” was immediately responded to:
“Hannah, these gentlemen Officers will be
having themselves a round, and have one,
yourself too." "Very good, Sir!"
As other officers entered, introduced,
claimed they all knew our families in various
counties and to commemorate our visit, it
was another "round."
As the afternoon progressed, Hannah, after
feeling the relaxed protocol, approached the
Colonel and in a loud voice, "Shur! these
gentlemen Officers be they in Her Majesty's
Navy, are they not?"
"Why, yes they are, Hannah."
"Well, does that one Officer know what
he is wearing on the edge of his lapel?'
All eyes turned to me. Silence.
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The tag, one white Easter lily. I had
contributed to the Irish Republican Army.
The next few rounds were on me.
I attended but did not remember
teatime.
Not to get into overload, the greater
fun was our visit to grandmother's cottage at
Balleydooley.
But that is for another time.
Secondly…"The True Pleasure of Life is to
circulate with one's inferiors."
Thackery

HMS Excellent
Whale Island
It was the annual Gunnery Branch
Mess dinner at HMS Excellent (WHALE
ISLAND). All participant autos were directed
straight ahead to park on the disreputable
gravel parade ground. Onto the bridge
approached a putt-putt Morris Mini Minor,
driven by a boat-cloaked elderly salt.
Standard directions to the parade
grounds were disregarded as the 'old chap'
took a right turn, up the incline and parked
in one of the four VIP parking spots, located
at the Wardroom entrance.
Commander "G", telescope in hand, in
all his finery, with polished, condescending
smile, approached the driver's side with,
"Terribly sorry old chap, but would you mind
proceeding to the parade ground…these
spots are for special senior guests."
The door squeaked open, out came a
spry oldster, waving his boat cloak aside and
he gruffly acknowledged, with his now visible
one broad and three narrows, "Damn good
idea Commander!" S
Soundings November 2009
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Halifax Class Modernization
By LCdr O.J. Brine

Introduction
On September 30th, 2010, HMCS
HALIFAX will enter the Halifax Shipyard of
Irving Shipbuilding Inc (ISI) to undergo the
first of twelve 18-month mid-life refits
scheduled for the HALIFAX Class spanning a
near seven-year period in total. This first refit
will mark nearly one decade of planning and
preparations to modernize the backbone of
the Canadian Navy’s surface fleet.
HALIFAX class ships, commissioned
between 1992 and 1996, were designed in
the late 1970s and 1980s to conduct AntiSubmarine Warfare (ASW) and Anti-Surface
Warfare (ASuW) missions required to counter
Cold War threats. When the Cold War ended,
naval operations increasingly moved towards
the littoral environment.
The modernized HALIFAX Class ships
will contribute significantly to a more
operationally effective, relevant and
responsive Canadian Forces. New weapons
and sensor systems will better enable the
ships to operate globally and support forces
operating ashore, while upgraded electronics
will facilitate improved interoperability with
allied, coalition and joint partners.
Soundings November 2009

Project History
The Canadian Patrol Frigate project
had always envisioned the need to upgrade
the combat system after 15 years of service.
The principal vehicle through which this was
to occur was the Frigate Equipment Life
Extension (FELEX) project, dating back to
February 2002. This project was launched to
overhaul of the ships’ combat systems,
including radars and a new Command and
Control System (CCS). In September 2006,
the project scope changed to bring a number
of stand-alone combat systems projects
(HMCCS, Radar Upgrade, IFF, ESM, MultiLink) and other platform projects (IPMS,
SEOSS) under one umbrella; thereby,
reducing the risk of integration. The project
was then renamed to HCM/FELEX. This
project, along with numerous other standalone and CF projects, as well as various
maintenance and sustainment activities, now
comprise the HCM program.
HCM/FELEX is governed by three
major contracts. First, two Multi-Ship
Contractor (MSC) contracts, both signed in
March 2008, are in place to conduct the
refits: Irving & Halifax Shipyards Ltd (HSL)
on the east coast; and Washington Marine &
Victoria Shipyards Ltd (VSL) on the west
coast. These contracts are the vehicle
through which changes to the physical
structure of the ships will occur, such as
upgrades to crew habitability and installation
of new radars and equipment. A third
contract with the Combat Systems Integrator
(CSI) was signed in November 2008 with
Lockheed Martin Canada (LMC), who will
design and build a new CCS, as well as
provide the associated radar and sensor
upgrades.
A significant amount of de-confliction
between HCM/FELEX and the various standalone projects was achieved using computer
aided designs, including numerous threedimensional models and various humanmachine interface studies. This also
empowered project personnel with riskreduction tools, which will ensure the final
HCM product meets the rigorous demands of
modern at-sea operations.
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Improved Fighting Efficiency
The combat system upgrade is built
around the Lockheed Martin Canadian
Advanced Command and Control System
(CANACCS-9LV). The heart of the CCS is
based on the Saab 9LV system which is
deployed in 14 international navies and
installed on more than 200 warships
worldwide. Leveraging on an openarchitecture system, ACCS-9LV will enable
technology insertions that will meet future
Canadian requirements. Additionally, it will
support new multi-function consoles in the
operations room that will improve situational
awareness and reduce operator workload in
heightened a threat environment through the
employment of tactical decision aids,
decision support tools, and mission planning
tools.

Integrated into CANACCS 9LV are
several upgrades to the sensor and weapon
suite. The most visible change will be the
radar upgrades, which will be centred on the
Thales Smart-S Mk II 3D medium volume
search radar for optimized littoral operations.
Redundancy will be provided by upgrading
the Saab SG-150 2D air/surface search
radar. These radars, in addition to the
Telephonics Mode 5/S Identify Friendly or
Foe (IFF), will significantly improve
situational awareness of emerging threats
and overall fighting effectiveness.
Interoperability with allied forces,
whether land, air or other naval units will be
greatly enhanced through the use of the IBM
Multi-Link 11, 16, 22 system. Its higher
performance with reduced duplication of
6

Building on the SHINPADS Legacy
Canadian innovation of sub-system
integration in our naval combat management
system lives on in the Canadian Advanced
Command and Control System – 9LV
(CanACCS-9LV). Canada has long-been a
leader at pushing the envelope at integrating
weapons and sensors into our naval Combat
Management Systems, as evident in the CCS
330. Whilst the CanACCS-9LV is an entirely
new Combat Management system, Lockheed
Martin Canada is leveraging on both the
open-architecture nature of the Saab 9LV
engine and 25-plus years of legacy system
integration experience with the Canadian
Navy. Furthermore, Halifax Class
Modernization will significantly improve the
Human Machine Interface by through a host
of improvements, such as: a highly-advanced
graphical user interface (GUI); tactical
decision aids, mission planning tools; and
lastly, integrating classified and unclassified
networks into a consolidated multi-function
workstation (see cover). Improved maritime
situational awareness coupled with the
improved weapon and sensor capabilities
under the Combat Systems Integrator
contract will ensure our sailors are best
prepared to fight in an ever more complex
maritime environment.

tracks (supported by sensor fusion) will
ensure HCM ships are provided with a clear
picture of the environment in which they
operate.
Improvements to the weapons suite
will ensure sailors are given the necessary
tools to carry out missions in all threat
environments. For example, upgrading the
Advanced Harpoon Weapons Control System
(AHWCS) to AHWCS II will enable the combat
team to harness all capabilities resident in
the Harpoon surface-to surface (SSM)
missile. As well, continued upgrades to the
NATO Evolved Sea-Sparrow Missile (ESSM)
will be enhanced by two new Saab CEROS
200 Fire Control Radars, especially suited to
dense littoral operations. Upgrading the
Bofors 57mm gun system to the Mk 3 variant
will provide flexibility in a gun system that is
capable in the spectrum of operations
Soundings November 2009
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ranging from warning shots to lethal fire and
self defence against surface and missile
threats.
Other sensor and defence system
upgrades in HCM include:
• The Raytheon NSC navigation radar
system for improved dual X/S band 360
degree navigational coverage;
• The Elisra Electronic Support Measures
(ESM), which will provide 360 degree
coverage and designed to operate in the
dense littoral environment;
• The Rheinmettal Multi-Ammunition Softkill System (MASS), which is passive defence
suite capable of countering anti-ship missiles
in all relevant wavebands such as ultraviolet, electro-optic, radar, laser, and
infrared; and
• The Thales SIRIUS Infrared Search and
Track System (IRST), which will provides long
range surveillance under all atmospheric
conditions and can be leveraged to assist
operators in threat classification.
Canada / USN Interoperability
While Canadian interoperability with
the USN exists due to nearly a century of
building an alliance relationship, it will be
further facilitated through the use of
common technical equipment. For
example, the addition of IBM multi-link
system (Link 11/22/16) (where Link 16 is
the USN standard) will ensure Canadians
and USN forces alike are operating from a
common picture. Also, the open
architecture nature of the CanACCS-9LV
Combat Management System leaves room
for future growth projects such as
Collaborative Engagement Capability (CEC),
which provides units with fire-control
fidelity on a contact held by another unit's
sensors.

LCdr Owen Brine is currently serving as a
CCS subject matter expert on the DMRS staff
of HCM, after completing successful tours as
Combat Officer in HMCS TORONTO and
interim Combat Officer in Canadian Fleet
Atlantic Headquarters.
Soundings November 2009

The Lockheed Martin
Multi-Function Workstation.
Right screen is for all admin/message
traffic and overarching Command View.
Centre screen is for Tactical Situational
Awareness and quick reaction Tactical
Decision Aids.
Left screen is for hosting more complex
tactical decision aids, mission planning tools
and videos from sensors.
Additionally the Captain will no longer
fight from a SHINPADS console. He/she will
be provided with leading-edge Command
Chairs, which have embedded
communications and control devices,
including controllers control for each of the
four Large Screen Displays spread around
the ops room. These screens are being
designed specifically for the CO, providing
him/her with a Command level perspective.
S
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SHINPADS – Amazing How It
Happened…
Some Personal Recollections Part 1
By Jim Carruthers

Recently our esteemed editor asked
me to write a short note on the Shipboard
Integrated Processing and Display System –
SHINPADS -- for Soundings, saying
“Soundings readers would be very interested
in your personal recounting of the birth
pangs and eventual world-class success.” A
long time ago in a former life I wrote a
number of papers on the SHINPADS concept,
which those so interested can dig out – so I
needn’t do that. The Canadian Naval
Technical History Association (CNTHA
www.cntha.ca) is working to record technical
developments - so I needn’t do that either.
Richard requested that my article
parallel one regarding the new command and
control system slated for the CPF
modernization based on the idea that the
new system will replace SHINPADS. I would
8

offer that SHINPADS is not a thing; rather it
is an approach to ship electronic system
integration. Basic building blocks and
concepts which arose as part of the
SHINPADS work were used in the command
and control system - but SHINPADS is more
than that.
I am proud of the technical aspects of
SHINPADS, which arguably form the basis of
leading ship combat system integration
efforts worldwide. Our technical wizards,
working with Sperry UNIVAC and Computing
Devices, put in place the building blocks. We
delivered a series of technical firsts; however
at times it seemed that non-technical aspects
dominated. It would take seven years from
my arrival in DMCS 7 in ’74 until the first
preproduction contracts were signed in ’81,
and a further 11 years before the first ship
embodying the SHINPADS concept (HMCS
Halifax) was commissioned and went to sea.
Richard asked that this be personal,
so here goes.
A lot of things in life just happen.
Some time in the late ‘50s a teenage jerk in
Drumheller, Alberta decided he wanted to be
an engineer - why is not clear since there
probably wasn’t an engineer near
Drumheller. Without money to attend
university it sounded like a great idea when a
former naval officer, who taught in the local
high school, explained that the Navy would
pay for an education. I didn’t really know
what a Navy was and the largest water craft
around was Mr Smith’s boat that had a 25
hp Johnson. My expectation was that I would
attend U of A with my friends. But when I
failed to pass the supplemental exam in
French (seems 6% was below the cut off), I
failed high school. Fortunately it seemed a
place called Royal Roads accepted people on
the basis of so many subjects and French
wasn’t required. Stepping off the bus at
Roads confirmed that indeed it wasn’t U of A.
The engineering stream almost slipped away
when at the start of second year the Dean
asked to see me and suggested I take Arts.
My arts marks were much better than my
engineering marks and I really enjoyed
history. However, being of Scottish descent I
had this feeling in my gut that one could not
really do something in life that would be
Soundings November 2009
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enjoyable – that wouldn’t be considered
earning an honest living would it?
Formal education establishes the base
for engineers but in it is the subsequent
experience that determines how we view
things.
Following pre-fleet our class (’65) I
ended up on Terra Nova for First Sea Phase. I
intended to get my upper deck watch keeping
ticket and generally become a real naval
officer. However Ed Healey was the EO and
he seemed to think I should toil some place
deep in the bowels of the vessel. That was
certainly attractive – let’s see, you get to
repair onboard in the night before you sail,
spend your days in a hot, greasy place and
when you hit port you get to shut down while
everyone else starts to do whatever those
upper deck guys do in a foreign port.
In September of ’66 I was sent to the
Great Lakes Naval Training Center to learn
about the ASROC system. After cramming a
few weeks of course material into seven
months I was posted to DMCS 3 to learn
about the SQS 505 (the first digital sonar),
which Joe Stachon had gotten underway.
Fred Jardine, took me under his wing. Not
too long thereafter I accompanied Fred to
Halifax to help him do some set to work and
trials. I was puzzled when we sailed for
several weeks of sea trials to see Fred
standing on the jetty waving good bye.
Served him right that I lost the first 505 VDS
body (it would not be my last…).
In September ’67 I was sent to NAD to
work for Cam McIntyre in order to put
together the first ASROC mount and put it
on Terra Nova along with the Rube Goldberg
contraption called the ASROC loader. The
CSD concept was just being put together and
I got to help. When that was done I started to
work on the prototype ASWDS (ASW Data
System) and was fortunate enough to spend
a lot of time on ship with Jerry Smuck – one
of the brightest naval officers I have had the
pleasure to meet – I looked after the
hardware while he handled the software.
ASWDS used the first Canadian digital
military computer, the UYK501 (which I have
in my basement), was our first shipboard
data system and was the first system in the
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world to run a gun/missile mounting with
direct digital drive.
I stayed on Terra Nova until Feb ’70.
While I spent years on Terra Nova I was
really never there. I remained posted ashore
to MOTEF because electrical engineers
weren’t needed at sea. I then landed at the
CSD working for Jim Heseltine and handled
most of the CSD build. A 22 month stint at
NS Tech (now Dalhousie) was extended to 32
months so I could complete a PhD.
In April 1974 I ended up being posted
to DMCS7 working for John Mathewson, who
tasked me with managing the ADLIPS project
and also running a group that was
conceptualizing on a future Ship Action
Information Link System (SAILS). As a junior
LCDR I should have been qualified in
something – all my classmates were WpnOs,
OpsOs, plumbers or supply types – but right
around the time of integration the Navy had
decided that since I was blind, (I had been a
two percenter for those who remember what
that was), so any upper deck watch keeping
tickets or command exams I had passed were
null and void. I had absolutely no
qualifications of any kind, but I did have
some pretty unique engineering experience.
So I arrived in DMCS 7 with a rather
unique background in system design and
integration - both academic and practical. I
had a pretty good idea how I would put ship
electronics together – it would only take
seven more years to get point where it could
be done.
Richard said I could have 1,000
words. I have already exceeded that – so look
for another instalment in the next
Soundings…. S

Entertainment
By Ken Lait
Our closing Reception held Monday
June 8th, 2009, was a great success for all
those who attended, although attendance
itself was down from that expected. The Fall
Reception for all members will be held
November 30th in the Main Lounge of
HMCS BYTOWN from 1700 to 1930. Mark
your calendars now!
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This will be an opportunity to extend
year end greetings to fellow members and
their partners, and to make even more plans
for the busy upcoming Christmas Holiday
season
And of course, for those who are
escaping south, it’s an opportunity to tell the
rest of us what we’ll be missing just as you’ll
be missing the cold and snow of our famous
winters. There will be Clam Chowder,
assorted sandwiches, famous fresh seafood,
cheese and crackers and desserts
accompanied by tea and coffee, all provided
compliments of your Branch. The main bar
will be available on a pay-as-you-go basis. I
know I speak for all the Branch Board of
Directors, and in particular for your Branch
President, Bob Bush, when I say we hope to
see you all there. S
NOAC Fall Reception
HMCS Bytown
Monday, November 30th
1730 - 1900

Canadian Naval Air Group (CNAG)
By Gord Moyer
On Wednesday May 13th the Hampton Gray
VC Chapter organized the Annual Naval
Aviators Rendezvous (NAR), now renamed the
Naval Aviation Rendezvous, in the
Crowsnest, of the Bytown Naval Officers
Mess. Forty-eight stalwarts signed in,
including Tony Burleton from England.
Thanks to Ted Forman, Ted White and Bob
Ferguson for arranging the displays and
food.
Negotiations are underway with
Veterans Affairs Canada to have a short
memorial ceremony in the Valiants area of
the National Memorial to remember Lt.
Robert Hampton Gray, VC, DSO, RCNVR, in
the Naval Centennial year, preceding the
2010 NAR.
This June saw Chapter President Paul
Baiden presenting the Chapter trophy for
“Best New Entry Cadet” to PO2 Dayna Watt
of the Vice-Admiral Kingsmill Navy League
Cadet Corps. From New Entry to PO2 in a
year, now how is that for rapid promotion!
In August, members turned out to
welcome Al Snowie on his arrival at the
10

Canada Aviation Museum in his replica
Nieuport XI. Al, a former Tracker pilot and
Air Canada Captain, started his flight on the
west coast and was headed for Baddeck in
this the 100th anniversary of flight in
Canada. Al was using this WW I fighter to
promote his book, “Collishaw and Company”,
which records the history and exploits of the
934 Canadians who served in the Royal
Naval Air Service. En-route he stopped in
Wetaskiwin to deliver a nomination of Red
Mulock, the first Canadian Air Ace and first
Naval Air Ace, for induction into Canada’s
Aviation Hall of Fame. Among those
welcoming him were his former VS880 CO
Dave Tate, AEO Gord Moyer, pilots AJ Field
and Roger Pyper, and crewman Paul Baiden.
Mr. Stephen Quick, Associate Director
General, Canada Aviation Museum, Wing
Commander Geoff Yapp, RAF, Naval and Air
Adviser, British Defence Liaison Staff, and
Captain Steven W. Jordon, USN, Naval
Attaché, Embassy of the United States of
America, have accepted Honorary
Memberships in the Hampton Gray VC
Chapter.
On November 5th the Chapter will man
a display, recognizing Naval Air, at the
annual Veterans Affairs Canada, Veterans
Week in the Billings Bridge Plaza.
This September, the Sea King Chapter
in Trenton hosted the annual CNAG
Reunion. It was well attended by 150
members from across Canada and the United
States. It was a time for former Naval Air
types, and their families, to enjoy visiting and
reminiscing. And a time during the Church
Parade to remember the 55 members who
joined “the DELTA” in the past year.
K.O. (Bud) MacLean of Ottawa’s
Hampton Gray VC Chapter was named
Member of the Year. Bud is a stalwart
member of NOAC Ottawa.
The National Directors meeting, held
in conjunction with the Reunion, again
discussed the future of CNAG post-2010.
Individual Chapters will continue to meet in
a social setting, but after 2010 we will
continue without a National Chapter. The
Directors also discussed initiatives underway
to ensure that Naval Aviation is remembered
during the Naval Centennial. S
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Come ‘Celebrate our Past, Our
Future’ in 2010
By Len Canfield, Nova Scotia Naval Officers
Association
‘Celebrate Our Past, Our Future’ is the
theme of the 2010 NOAC National
Conference and AGM in Halifax July 1-4 and
conference organizers promise there will be
much to celebrate.
“The theme is most appropriate with
all that will be happening in Canada’s famed
‘East Coast port,’ including Naval Centennial
celebrations, the Nova Scotia International
Tattoo and Canada Day (July 1) celebrations
along the historic waterfront,” says Gordon
Edwards, Chair of the 2010 Conference
planning committee
The Halifax Marriott Harbourfront
Hotel, the conference hotel, is located in the
heart of the waterfront area and within
walking distance of downtown attractions,
including HMCS Sackville, Maritime Museum
of the Atlantic, Art Gallery of Nova Scotia,
Pier 21 National Historic Museum and the
Metro Centre.
Edwards, the former Commander
Maritime Forces Pacific says his planning
committee has put together a program that
provides ‘a nice balance’ between conference
activities and time for members and partners
to enjoy local events/activities and to
socialize. Members of the UNTD Association
will also take part in the conference.
The timing of the conference during
Naval Centennial activities will highlight
NOAC’s mission to promote greater
awareness of Canada’s rich naval heritage
and support for the country’s maritime forces
and in particular the men and women who
serve, says John Stuart, president of the NS
Naval Officers Association. NSNOA is host for
the conference.
The conference will kick off Thursday
July 1 with National Executive and Board of
Directors meetings in the morning, followed
by registration commencing at 1200 and a
meet and greet 1700-1900.
The program on Friday July 2 starts
with a tour of 12 Wing Shearwater 10001200, including a helicopter facility briefing,
followed by lunch in the Wardroom. The
Soundings November 2009

morning program for partners is a tour of
Fisherman’s Cove in Eastern Passage (near
Shearwater), a 200 year-old fishing village
with a marine interpretation centre and
aquarium, shops and boardwalk. (Partners
will return to Shearwater for lunch). After
lunch, the group will tour the Shearwater
Aviation Museum (including highlights of
maritime aviation) and then return to the
hotel at 1400. The evening program includes
the acclaimed Nova Scotia Tattoo and a
special tribute to the Canadian Navy.
Members and partners are invited to a Tattoo
reception at 1800 prior to the Tattoo which
will feature hundreds of performers from
around the world.
The AGM will be held Saturday
morning July 3. The evening program
includes the President’s Reception at 1800
and Formal Dinner at 1900. The conference
winds up Sunday with a Board of Directors
meeting, followed by a service, Up Spirits
(hosted by the UNTDs) and lunch at HMCS
Scotian (1100-1400).
Gordon Edwards sums up by saying
‘Slackers’ (Halifax) will be an exciting place to
be in 2010 and “we are looking forward to
greeting members from the various Branches
and other guests on this significant
occasion.”
For additional Conference information
and registration form, check out: www.noacnational.ca or www.nsnoa.ca or contact
Gordon Edwards: Tel: 902-444-4559; 902412-3116 (cell). S

The Halifax
Citadel
Clock.
Tower
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Branch Meeting 5 Oct 09
Cheque Presentation…

…and Bob Nixon Gold Award
At its 2009 AGM in North Vancouver,
the NOAC national membership approved the
awarding of the Gold Award to Bob Nixon.
This award is in recognition of Bob’s
unstinting service to all of NOAC when he
was Executive Director. Ottawa President
Bob Bush made the presentation. S

On behalf of the NOAC National
Endowment Fund, Ottawa President Bob
Bush presents a cheque for $3,000 to Ken
Bowering, Navy League Vice President for
Maritime Affairs. The cheque represents half
of two $3,000 scholarships for deserving sea
cadets who are pursuing maritime-related
academics.
Bob also presented a copy of Salty
Dips, Volume 9 to Ken in appreciation of his
presentation to the meeting. He addressed
his views on the pitfalls and successes of
current Canadian government shipbuilding
practices. S

Attention Gunners!

HMCS Qu’Appelle’s 3 inch 50 gun is
unloaded for display at the Canadian War
Museum as part of a celebration of the
Canadian Naval Centennial.

USN Littoral Combat Ship
USS Independence.
See story p. 18
12
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Some Pictures from the
Latest Naval Aviation Reunion
By Ted White

“I suggest hydrofoils.”
“Just think of where we would be if we had
attacked Grenada.”

Lining Up for Free Handouts
“No! I take 40,000 units of Vitamin D.”

Ted presenting the
"Vags" fishing
award for posterity.
S

“Whatever happened to Puncher?”
Soundings November 2009
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POGO- A Tough Little Boat
HMCS Labrador's Survey Vessel
Part 1
Excerpts from Eric M. Fernberg’s 1996 article in
“Canadian Military History”, to follow-on from Ernie
Cable’s article on the Labrador in the Spring 2009 Edition
of Soundings.

To assist her work in the Arctic, HMCS
Labrador was provided with a 36-foot
auxiliary craft known as the Pogo. Named
after the popular comic strip character, the
Pogo's role was to travel independently from
the Labrador and, with the assistance of her
hydrographic survey equipment, chart the
Arctic waters. In the case of HMCS Labrador,
the role of Pogo was vital to her own voyage
through the Northwest Passage.
Pogo was also built by Marine Industries.
Working under a tight schedule, the Design
& Engineering section had to design and
build the sounding boat within certain
parameters. Restricted in size because it had
to be slung on davits on Labrador's starboard
side, she had to be able to carry all of the
equipment necessary for charting the Arctic
waters – radar, echo sounder, a radiotransmitter, a large gyro-compass, an
auxiliary compass, a 7 kilowatt generator,
and a 70,000 BTU heater to keep the crew
and equipment from freezing. The boat had
to sleep six and have a galley with enough
room to produce three meals a day. The
problem of installing all of this equipment
and making a comfortable working space for
the crew was further compounded by the
14

Navy's' request for a full-size regulation chart
table. According to the hull designer, it was
one of the more trying challenges of building
the Pogo.
One of the important factors which has
made the Pogo a special addition to
Canadian naval history was the free hand
Design & Engineering had with
experimentation. Though they had to fulfil
the requirements of the Navy, there was a
certain amount of latitude as to how they

could do it. The main feature of the Pogo was
its all-aluminum construction, a weightsaving measure. Granted, aluminum had
been applied to military applications before
the Pogo, primarily in the aviation industry,
but an all-aluminum hull with welded seams
was a departure from traditional steel hull
construction for naval vessels. This
departure was not without its challenges.
Metal plate was welded at this time using an
Argon-arc system, but as Design &
Engineering soon found out, there was
incomplete fusion of the plates when applied
to aluminum. As a result, every weld on the
Pogo was x-rayed for flaws and redone if any
were apparent. When a flawed seam was
discovered it had to be chipped off with an
air hammer, welded again and undergo a
second x-ray.
Apart from an aluminum hull, the D&E
section also constructed the deck and
deckhouse from aluminum. Weight was
saved by avoiding wooden deck coverings,
and constructing lightweight, non-skid,
covers of honeycombed cardboard
sandwiched between aluminum sheets. Some
of the larger components of the hull, such as
the rudder skeg, were also of aluminum. As
the Pogo took shape on the shop floor all of
its design features and naval requirements
were verified daily until a finished product
was ready for trials in the spring of 1954.
When completed, the Pogo was a craft 36
feet long with a draught of just over three
and a half feet. Outfitted with a Red Wing
Soundings November 2009
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Model DOOD 66 hp inboard diesel engine,
the Pogo could reach a top speed of 8.5
knots. The cruising range was 430 nautical
miles, which gave her a substantial
independent reach from the mother ship,
and her total displacement of 15,900 pounds
meant she could be easily loaded and
unloaded from her berth on the Labrador.
The Pogo had lines which would not look out
of place on today's modern cabin cruisers.
The forecastle was raised slightly from the
rest of the deck and inside were four berths,
a galley and the head. The centre area of the
deckhouse contained the operations cabin of
Pogo's research activities. The ship's wheel
was on the port side and the chart table was
on the starboard. The aft section of Pogo's
hull contained two more berths and an open
bridge on the deck above. Her mast head
could fold down when carried in her davits
and the fo'c'sle storage was separated from
the forward crew compartment by a
bulkhead and was only accessible by a hatch
on the forward starboard deck. A bright
yellow ice skiff was lashed to the centre of
the deck behind the open bridge.
The Pogo was the First RCN vessel to
enter uncharted waters of the Canadian
Arctic. Many of her survey trips were
specifically launched to provide a safe route
for the Labrador to follow, so that giving her
the title of "trailblazer" would be appropriate.
The charts produced from her sorties also
opened the Arctic to the large merchant
ships needed to supply the building of the
Distant Early Warning (DEW) line. After
HMCS Labrador's first voyage to the Arctic
the Navy informed Marine Industries that the
Pogo was quite "lively" when faced with rough
conditions on open waters. Her all-aluminum
hull saved weight but something was needed
to steady her roll and make her a more stable
working platform. The solution was to weld a
wing keel to each side of the hull below the
waterline. Marine Industries sent a team
down to Halifax to undertake the necessary
modifications and test them in Bedford
Basin. The crew from Marine Industries
understood that the conditions they would
encounter in the Basin would be different
from the Arctic, but their tests proved that it
"reduced her rolling considerably.
The Pogo’s subsequent history after her
Arctic adventures illustrates the varied and
sometimes mundane uses to which a
significant historical artefact can be put
before that significance is finally" recognised.
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When HMCS Labrador was paid off and
transferred to the DOT, the RCN kept the
little hydrographic survey vessel, as the DOT
had indicated that they had their own barges
available for service. Instead, she was sent
back to Halifax and put into service as a
harbour launch. Designated QMC-104, the
Pogo served from the late 1950s and into the
1960’s as the launch for the Queen's
Harbour Master. Eventually she was
redesignated as YFL 104 and still carries that
number on her hull today.
In the 1960s the Pogo was transferred
from Halifax to HMCS York, the Naval
Reserve’s establishment in Toronto, to
become the unit's tender. In the mid-1970s,
while in service with HMCS York, one of her
pipes below the waterline burst and she sank
at her moorings. Immediately salvaged by the
York's divers, the Pogo was raised and
refitted. Shortly thereafter she was
transferred to HMCS Carleton at Dows Lake,
Ottawa.
By the 1980s the Pogo was serving with
HMCS Carleton as their principal large size
training vessel for naval reservists. She was
used as a diving tender for HMCS Carleton's
diving team, even though her high freeboard
did not lend itself to diving operations
because it made it difficult for a fully rigged
diver to climb aboard. Proposals had been
put forward to make modifications for diving
operations, but the only result was a rope
ladder. Other duties of the Pogo involved use
as a safety boat during the summers in
conjunction with the government's Summer
Youth Employment Program.
While in service with HMCS Carleton she
began to show her age. By 1990 she was
already over 35 years old and in the old "use
or lose it" mentality which has been applied
to Canada's reserve forces equipment the
Pogo was suffering from over use. One of the
main problems which affected the Pogo while
in naval reserve service was the lack of
proper maintenance. The transient nature of
reserve unit personnel translated into the
lack of a regularly assigned crew or
maintenance staff to serve her. The sailors at
HMCS Carleton did what they could to
maintain the Pogo. Several individuals had
volunteered their time to keep her shipshape.
Work on her engine was undertaken by truck
mechanics from CFB Uplands, Ottawa. She
was even berthed in local Ottawa-area
marinas to make her yearly transition from
storage to water a less painful experience.
15
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In the end it took a war and an accident to
end the service life of Pogo. During the
Persian Gulf War of 1990 the Canadian Navy
discovered the durability and reliability of
rigid hull inflatable boats or RHIBs. Their
findings led to a proposal to equip the entire
Naval Reserve establishment with these
boats to ensure a uniformity of craft.
This would create a better support
system for maintenance and operations. By
1993 HMCS Carleton was being offered the
largest model of these craft if the Pogo was
taken out of service. The final factor which
beached Pogo was an accident at the
Gatineau Marina which cracked her rudder
skeg and split several of her deck welds.
Faced with either a repair bill or a new 21foot RHIB, the decision on Pogo's future was
soon settled.
When staff at the Canadian War Museum
heard that Pogo was going to be taken out of
service, they expressed a deep interest in
obtaining her for the collection. The Museum
indicated to the Navy that they would be
pleased to accept Pogo due to her significant
career working off the Labrador. She was
transferred from the Department of National
Defence to the Canadian War Museum in the
summer of 1995. S
Eric M. Fernberg is a history
graduate from Concordia
University, Montreal, and is
employed as a cataloguer at the
Canadian War Museum.
See Part 2 of this epic tale, this
time by Marc Laplaine of the Navy
League Outaouais Branch, in the
next edition of Soundings.
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HMCS HAIDA Golf Course
Memorial
By Ken Lait
At the Hylands Golf Club, the NOAC
Ottawa Branch has sponsored hole number
5 on the North course, and the dedication
board to HMCS Haida is pictured above. The
smaller plaque on the leg of the pedestal says
“Donated by Ottawa Branch Naval Officers
Association of Canada.”
The Memorial Project, which was
established by the Hylands Golf Club Board
of Directors in 2005, named both courses
and all holes after battles, battle honours,
famous units, ships or squadrons. On June
23, 2008, Prince Floris of the Netherlands
dedicated the memorials commemorating the
Battles of Arnhem and Scheld and the
Embassy of the Netherlands donated two
plaques. On 30 July 2009, a special
Dedication Ceremony was held as part of the
Member Guest Tournament supporting the
Military Family Fund. The Ceremony was
emceed by the club Professional Mr Rob
Lindsey, with an address by the Club
President, Colonel J.P. Cyr. The Ceremony
formally completed the Memorial Project and
recognized the contributions of our veterans
and presently serving members.
Landscaping continues around all the
Memorial Plaques and will be completed for
the 2010 golfing season S
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A Perfect Christmas Gift
By Merv Cameron and Ken Lait
Salty Dips Volume 9
Salty Dips
Volume 9, “Carry
On” has been
well-received since
printing in
November 2008,
with just over 25%
of the production
copies now sold.
This Edition is
still available in
both Hard Cover
($25.00) and Soft
Cover ($15.00).
For those of you
who have not yet
got a copy now is the perfect time to
complete your own collection or, with
Christmas approaching, to help put the Navy
word out by purchasing copies for family and
friends. As well, there are limited numbers
of previous volumes still for sale to top up
your personal collections if they are not yet
complete. Limited editions of Volumes 2, 3,
5, 6, 7 and 8 are still available, but Volumes
1 and 4 are regrettably out of print.
While the size of Volume 9, both in
hard cover and soft cover, conforms to the
size of previous volumes, it comes with a new
cover appearance in full brilliant colour
capturing a Canadian Patrol Frigate coming
out of a tight turn. There are 31 marvellous
Dips, mostly from Korea forward and a few
from earlier days that the Editors felt had to
be told. An excellent Prologue Part I
describes the early and challenging days of
the Royal Canadian Navy and Prologue Part
II deals with the Unification of the Canadian
Military and the evolution of the Canadian
Forces as they stand today. Perhaps
significant of this evolution to a modern navy
is that there is a Dip in Volume 9 by
Commander Marta Malkins, a Reservist and
the first female Commanding Officer of a
Canadian warship. Her Dip covers her time
at sea in command and her subsequent
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experiences as a Naval Officer in
Afghanistan.
Volume 9 has been enhanced by the
use of 192 Photographs and Graphics.
Footnotes have been extensively increased to
explain the acronyms so commonly found in
military jargon and to elaborate on some
details if required in the Dip.
A complete description of the Salty
Dips Project can be found on the NOAC
Ottawa Branch website,
www.noac.ottawa.on.ca along with an order
form for the various volumes of Salty Dips.
Volume 9 can also be purchased through the
Navy Centennial CANEX website at
http://www.canadiannavalcentennial.
ca/Products.htm?NL=1

Ken Lait presents a copy of Volume 9
to Ms Jane Naisbitt, Head of the Military
History Research Centre, Canadian War
Museum for their research collection. Jane
gave Salty Dips Committee members Bruce
Hayes, (the photographer for this photo) and
Ken Lait an interesting and informative tour
of the Research Centre, which now holds a
complete set of Salty Dips within its many
collections. Jane asked that we pass on that
Volume 9 will be catalogued and recorded in
the Research Centre’s online catalogue
available on the Canadian War Museum’s
website. The volume will be accessible to
17
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museum staff, researchers, and members of
the Canadian public through interlibrary
loan. She also asked that we pass on her
thanks to the Salty Dips contributors and all
those involved in pulling together the
publication. She further commented that
they are to be commended for their
dedication and enthusiasm for ensuring that
the personal stories of members of the Royal
Canadian Navy are preserved and shared
with other Canadians. A visit to the Center,
if you have not been, is highly
recommended.
And so to recap, if you want
something to do over the winter, visit the
Canadian War Museum, and specifically the
Military History Research Centre, for a wide
range of reading materials on all things
military or, if you prefer the comfort of
home, order a new Salty Dip from our
volumes offered for sale at our Ottawa
Branch website - www.noac.ottawa.on.ca.S

either armoured vehicles or other types of
military craft such as helicopters and
Unmanned Arial Vehicles. USS
Independence has reached a speed of 43
knots during speed trials and can cruise for
10,000 miles on diesel propulsion. It
displaces about 2,500 tonnes and has a crew
of forty. The USN has opened bidding for the
next ships in this class. S

Up Periscope
By George Kolisnek

USS Independence LCS-2
Sea trials for the
first Littoral
Combat Ship
(LCS), the USS
Independence,
have begun this
past Spring and
Summer. The
ship was
commissioned
last year in
Mobile Alabama
and should be
delivered to the
Navy this Fall. It
is a trimaran hull made primarily of
aluminum with combined diesel and gas
turbine propulsion. The initial costs were
estimated to be around $220 Million, but so
far the cost is around $700 million per ship.
It will have the usual array of defensive
armaments, Phalanx and Sea RAM, but
depending upon the mission the large
interior bay will be capable of transporting
18

Other Tidbits
First Woman Warship CO
Commander Josée Kurtz became the 11th
commanding officer of HMCS Halifax and the
first woman to command a Canadian
warship during a change of command
ceremony in Halifax on April 6th.
Lt(N) Paul Rocquet
After 42 years of service - since 1967 NOAC Ottawa member Lt(N) Paul Rocquet
received the third clasp to his CD last March,
and has just retired. For the past 12 years
he worked in Ottawa for Director General
Compensation and Benefits.
HMCS Calgary
HMCS Calgary, the host ship for the 2009
NOAC National Conference in North
Vancouver has just departed on a threemonth deployment to Central and South
America. S
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The Manfield Plate Race – 2009
By Merv Cameron
Saturday, 12 September, broke clear
and sunny, with a promise of winds out of
the north at 9 km/h. The whalers were at
the Nepean Sailing Club ready for our use.
What could be better?
On arrival at the Club it was obvious
that the forecast wind was marginally
sufficient for the dinghy races and certainly
not strong enough to move a whaler. The
optimists allowed as how the wind would
pick up in the afternoon; and it did, sort of.
The first order of business was to visit
the whalers and, being the first crew to
arrive, we laid claim to the whaler containing
the least water in the bottom. The crew for
this year’s race consisted of Bob Bush, Denis
Boyle, Richard Archer, Brendan Nollan, and
Merv Cameron, the cox’n. You know about
cox’ns: he is the one who writes the race
report.
As usual, the race consisted of two
challenges. The first is to make sense out of
all that strange rigging (it used to be
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simpler). The second challenge is the race
itself. After completing the first challenge,
there were congratulations all round.
The race was interesting. First one
boat was ahead, and then the other boat was
ahead, and so on until the finish line when
the NDHQ boat crossed the line less than
one minute ahead of the NOAC boat;
definitely an interesting race.
Our crew did a marvelously well,
considering that work ups consisted of one
failed attempt to come about.
The Bytown volunteers did a
tremendous job of planning, organizing, and
executing a fun day. They all are to be
congratulated.
Shown is a picture of both crews, after
the race and still talking to one another!
Rear rank left to right the NOAC crew is Bob
Bush, Merv Cameron (cox`n), Richard
Archer, Brendan Nolan, and Denis Boyle.
Front rank, the NDHQ crew is left to right,
Hao Tran, Francis Leung, Eric Dufresne
(cox'n), and John Bedard, (missing is Mark
Burchell)." S
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REMEMBER
By Pat Barnhouse

HMCS CARLETON News

Active Members

By Lt(N) Chris Walkinshaw,
Public Affairs

Frida Carol DOUGHERTY (née BINDMAN),
Lieutenant, WRCNS(Ret’d). In Ottawa 28
Aug 09 at 92.
Peter Charles Hitchon FORTIER,
Captain(S), CD*, RCN(Ret’d). In Kingston 23
Jul 09 at 77.
Kenneth Murray McCRAE, Instructor
Lieutenant Commander, CD*, RCN(Ret’d). In
Cambridge, ON 11 Feb 09 at 82.
James McKinlay SHARP, Acting Ordnance
Lieutenant, RCN(SSA). In Ottawa 01 May 09
at 96.
Peter Harold SINCLAIR, Commander(S),
CD**, RCN(Ret’d). In Ottawa 05 May 09 at
92.
Alastair Peattie STEWART, Lieutenant
Commander (S), CD*, RCN(Ret’d). In Guelph
23 Apr 09 at 83.
Others Known to Members
Deacon Michael Joseph BROWN,
Lieutenant Commander, CD*, CF. In Ottawa
May 09.
Jacques Claude Joseph CARON,
Lieutenant(S), CD, RCN(Ret’d). In Ottawa 26
Sep 09.
Robrt Farnum DUSTON, Lieutenant
Commander(L), CD, RCN(Ret’d). In Ottawa
25 Sep 09.
James Warner EAKINS, Lieutenant,
RCNVR(Ret’d). In Ottawa 28 Mar 09 at 90.
John Ryerson MAYBEE Lieutenant,
RCNVR(Ret’d). In Ottawa 20 May 09 at 90.
Edward Lawrence PENDLEBURY,
Lieutenant Commander(S), DSC, CD,
RCN(SSA) (Ret’d). In Ottawa 13 Jun 09.
John Walter RUSSELL, Ordnance Captain,
CD*, RCN(Ret’d). In Ottawa 06 Apr 09 at 83.
Daphne Elizabeth TURNBULL (née
CHRISTIE), Lieutenant, WRCNS(Ret’d). In
Ottawa 29/09/09 at 87.

The Change of Command
ceremony took place Saturday,
12 September, 2009 with Commodore
Jennifer Bennett, Commander Naval Reserve,
as the Reviewing Officer. Also notable is the
presence of Commander Sherwood, a
decorated WWII veteran and Commanding
Officer of HMCS Carleton 1939-40. The
ship's company bade farewell to the outgoing
Commanding Officer, Commander Douglas
Bancroft as he was 'rowed ashore', and
welcomed the incoming Commanding Officer,
Commander Mike Hopper. Although HMCS
Carleton's drill deck was unusable for this
parade due to it is being in the process of
being demolished, the event was held at
Cartier Square Drill Hall amidst beautiful
sunshine which provided an idyllic setting to
row Commander Bancroft along the full
length of the Rideau Canal. The day was
capped off by a mess dinner attended by past
and present Officers and Chiefs and POs.
When not working as a reservist,
Commander Hopper enjoys his job as an
elementary school teacher with the OttawaCarleton District School Board, where he
teaches English to French Immersion and
special education classes. Commander
Hopper is no stranger to CARLETON, having
previously served as the unit's Operations
Officer and Executive Officer. He has also
held sea-going command of HMCS
SUMMERSIDE 2001-2002.S

October 23rd, 2009, is the 40th anniversary of the fire on
board HMCS Kootenay, in which 9 sailors lost their
lives.
20

Soundings November 2009

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Seen in Passing

Membership

By Cliff Chaulk

By Eric Deslauriers

Bob Falls, Bill Christie & Denny Boyle
heading up the "Old Farts" for Trafalgar
"Up Spirits" 2009 which was well attended
by serving types; Wags Wagland rejoining
the Round Table after a three week stay in
hospital; a rare sighting of Mike and
Marilyn Moore, in town from Kitchener to
attend a reception hosted by Nigel and
Ann Brodeur; Harry Harsch in town to
receive his OMM and joining his friends for
a grog; Bill Mercer taking time out from
his studies at Ottawa U to reaffirm his
values at Bytown; Jake and Leonne Friell
spearheading a birthday lunch for Betty
Armstrong which accounted for another
rare sighting, John & Barbara Murray;
Charles Westropp and Spouse visiting
from NS along with Max Harvey visiting
from NL; BoA "Up Spirits" brought out the
faithful, headed up by Bill Christie who
was accompanied to the "Tub" by our
Skipper Ian Patterson and the CDS,
General Walter Natynczyk; the "Rocket"
Roquet doing the honors of issuing the
tots; Bill Dziadyk and the Skipper
dedicating a special chair to the use of
Wags Wagland for noon sessions;
celebrating the 95th anniversary of the S/M
service saw Bill Christie presenting a
builders’ model of "OJIBWAY" to the Mess
with Geoff Meek, Peter Cairns, Mike
Young, Roy Wood and Dick Cobbold
looking on and sharing memories;
Macarina Barker in town from Cambridge
where she is practising law; a surfeit of
engineers, Fred Jardine, Jim Carruthers,
Ron Mace, Ron Wade, Jim Dean, Ken
Bowering, with Tony Thatcher bearing
some of the responsibility: Ken Summers
from NOAVI hunkered down with Richard
Archer and Jim Carruthers discussing
serious stuff; Mac Wilson paying a rare
visit from Renfrew way; a fine turn out of
"Seagulls" to welcome Jack Colgan who
was making his annual visit north from
Virginia Beach. See you all at Bytown. S
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Annual Dues for 2010. Annual dues are for
the calendar year, so for 2010 they are due
by 1 January 2010, but can be paid earlier.
Your tax receipt will be dated when the
Treasurer receives your contribution.
Membership includes delivery of Starshell
and Soundings and the Membership
Directory. Dues for 2010 are unchanged at:
Ordinary and Associate Members:
Local: $70, Out-of-Town: $60. “Out-ofTown” is defined as residing more than 40km
from HMCS BYTOWN.
Serving Officers: $35.
Recruiting. The Branch currently has some
300 members of whom some 115 are Life
Members, either paid or honorary. Though
we are attracting some new members, we are
slowly decreasing in size, so I ask all of you
to recruit new blood at every opportunity.
They can contact me to join, or use the
membership page of the Branch website at:
www.noac.ottawa.on.ca/Members.htm
I am working to re-start the former practice
of having the Branch informally placed on
the “out routine” for naval officers retiring in
Ottawa as another means of recruiting.
Contact Information. I maintain contact
information for all branch members, which
are published in Soundings as the
Membership Directory, and used for mailing,
both by the Branch and NOAC National.
Whenever we distribute Starshell or
Soundings or when we try to send out a
“Branch GEN” by mail or email, we invariably
discover that some of the mailing or email
addresses are no longer correct. Kindly
advise me by email, or phone, or note
scribbled on the back of a pack of cigarettes
whenever any of your contact information
changes. It will ensure we can keep you
informed, and you can stay in touch with
other members. S
21

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Hawaii
By Richard Archer
Did I ever tell you of the time I was
two years on exchange with the USN in
Hawaii? I was the “Current Scheduler” for
Commander Third Fleet, in those days
headquartered ashore on Ford Island in Pearl
Harbor. The years were 1984 to 1986, and I
was a lieutenant commander.
After an initial hiccup with an
unsuitable house, my family – Marilyn,
Susan aged 10, Cathy aged 6 and Marilyn’s
mother, Evelyn – found a great place to live
in a gated community of small duplexes –
lots of bougainvillea, hibiscus and bird of
paradise, plus a small community swimming
pool that hardly anyone used except us – on
the slopes of the Diamond Head volcano and
across the road from Waikiki’s ocean-side
Kapiolani Park. The rent was at least twice
the going rate for CF rent subsidy, and not
only that but Hawaii, even though part of the
USA, was deemed to be an overseas posting –
so no furniture and effects. Strangely, we
could still ship our car. It was very rare in
Hawaii for houses to be rented furnished. We
therefore also rented some very cheap beds,
tables and dressers, etc. We managed to
convince the powers-that-be in CDLS
Washington that the rent subsidy was
worthwhile.
The other advantage of the community
was that it was built on the grounds of the
Hawaii School for Girls – which had a main
building in the Italian Renaissance style,
called La Pietra, once owned by one of the
early American families that opened up the
islands to commerce, and having a great view
of Kapiolani Park and Waikiki Beach – and
both Susan and Cathy went to school there.
You can imagine that despite the
initial settling-in problems and the rather
cramped quarters we learned to live very
comfortably. Our neighbours were all wellto-do – one was the owner of Duty Free
Shops for the western US. And given HSG’s
proximity to some of the more moneyed areas
of eastern Honolulu, a number of the girls
were driven to classes in chauffeured
limousines. This included the daughter of
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Pat Bolin, the owner of the Denver Broncos.
Despite its long way from Pearl Harbor, it
was a pleasant place to live – for example, if
Marilyn and I wished to go jogging, we could
choose between Kapiolani Park and Waikiki
Beach or the road up to the Diamond Head
Point lighthouse.
In Third Fleet I was N341, responsible
for the current calendar quarter schedules of
well more than a hundred ships, from
nuclear super carriers, through battleships,
amphibs, cruisers, destroyers, frigates,
logistic vessels and the occasional
submarine, all the way down to ocean-going
tugs. The current schedule also had to take
account of the US Coast Guard and foreign
ships from Canada, UK, Australia and
Japan. And I had to coordinate those
schedules with my opposite numbers in the
“type commanders”, principally the
Commander Surface Forces Pacific,
COMSURFPAC. The type commanders were
mostly based on the US west coast.
My immediate boss was Cdr Dan
Bowler – son of the long-time editor of the US
Naval Institute Proceedings, home town
Annapolis, master’s degree in political
science from Georgetown University, and
future CO of the USS Leftwich. He was in
command when the Leftwich bombarded the
oil rigs in the Persian Gulf.
The way the scheduling worked was
that about a year before the current quarter
Dan travelled to Seventh Fleet in the
Philippines or some other fleet headquarters,
where a world-wide availability and
disposition of carriers was sorted out. He
then turned the file over to my office
colleague, the “Future Scheduler”, who put
together the strike and amphib carriers and
sometimes battleship with their cruisers,
destroyers, frigates and others needed to
send the battle groups into WESTPAC, the
Arabian Sea and even the Mediterranean. In
the early days of my time in the office, Third
Fleet was responsible operationally for
EASTPAC but in practice nothing much
happened there and COMTHIRDFLT’s
primary role was to prepare the individual
ships through a plethora of trials and
inspections, to assemble the battle groups, to
work them up and to send them off into
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harm’s way in the Asian theatre. But as I
will recount, later the operational nature of
the command changed dramatically.
Also in the office was also a young
USN pilot, whose previous job had been
flying USN C-130s in the TACAMO role – that
is, flying over the ocean trailing a long
antenna to act as a relay for VLF strategic
transmissions to submerged submarines. I
never really knew what he did on the staff….
A few months before the onset of the
current calendar quarter (thus four times a
year), we would travel to San Diego to host a
major three-day scheduling conference to
confirm and otherwise sort out the final
plans for the fleet operations. This meant
that my SURFPAC colleague and I would,
with the appropriate battle group, flotilla,
squadron and ship staff, go over each ship’s
schedule line by line. I sometimes had
admirals looking over my shoulder. We
would also coordinate our plans with the air,
submarine and logistic type commands.
A big deal was to try to minimize fuel
usage. Fortunately my SURFPAC colleague
had the handle on this. He was another
lieutenant commander, but he was assigned
responsibility of what was called “optempo”;
that is, on his shoulders was the job of
rationing and apportioning the millions of
barrels of oil then being used by the Pacific
Fleet.
When the calendar quarter in question
came along I took over responsibility for
ensuring that it all went smoothly and the
ships got to their assignments. Naturally,
every day a problem or two would arise.
In those days, just after the Vietnam
War, the USN shore staff still maintained
more-or-less wartime mentality. On the wall
behind Dan Bowler’s desk was a large sign
that read, “The more you sweat in Peace, the
less you bleed in War!” It was common
practice for staff officers to get into the office
before their respective bosses, and leave after
they did. Since the admiral at that time was
an early starter and late worker, by the time
this practice worked its way back to us we
were catching the 6 am boat to Ford Island
and didn’t depart until the evening hours.
Sometimes we even caught the special boat
laid on for mess cooks at 5:30. (I occasionally
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had to explain to visiting Canadians that the
reason I didn’t have the expected tan was
that I went to work in the dark and returned
home in the dark….)
This practice actually worked out for
me. Because of the three-hour time
difference between Pearl Harbor and San
Diego, our friends in California had been
working for a while before we got in. Every
day I arrived at the office, waiting for me was
an inch-thick pile of messages. I got good at
scanning the pile to recognize and pick out
the two or three crises that needed
immediate attention. You can understand
that a problem with the availability of a
single ship would send shock waves
throughout the schedule. I would have to
consult with Dan Bowler, N34, and his boss
the navy captain N3, but I got particularly
good at predicting the wide-ranging
ramifications of a problem, developing plans
to mitigate and resolve them, and then of
course drafting the usually long message to
all and sundry announcing the many
changes that needed to be made.
Let me give one example. We had a
Pacific battle group that had transited the
Suez Canal and had been operating in the
Mediterranean in support of US forces in one
of the regular conflicts between the PLO and
the Israelis. When the time came for them to
start the trip home, however, for whatever
reason, Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak
forbade nuclear-powered vessels in the
canal. So CINCPACFLT ordered the nonnuclear ships to proceed as planned through
the canal but the nuclear ships to proceed
around Africa. For them, he authorized a
speed of advance of 22 knots. This diversion
of course threw all the planning for the
return trip back to San Diego into confusion.
I originally saw only saw a reference to the
situation in one of the routine messages that
crossed my desk, and it took some digging
for me to get the details. The bugbear was
that the situation and its aftermath was
classified “NOFORN”; ie, no foreign
disclosure. However, I managed to talk my
way around the restrictions, and to craft my
own NOFORN-labelled message to the ships
on their conduct in Third Fleet’s area of
operations.
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A major pain during all such problems
was keeping the “WWMCCS”, pronounced
“Wimics”, up-to-date. This was the WorldWide Maritime Command and Control
System, which was basically a data base of
the day-to-day operational activities each
maritime unit. In the office we had a very
rudimentary, non-relational data base that
was developed and maintained by an obscure
software company in California. Remember
this was the mid-eighties. The computer
cabinet looked agricultural, and the
removable hard disc was a massive piece of
hardware. The idea was to ensure that the
WWMCCS was kept up to date and that
periodic updates were messaged to everyone.
Easier said than done…but fortunately I was
helped by some petty officers that had a
suitable software background, even if they
were usually temporary. I often found myself
late at night trying to get the data base right.
Also fortunately, after I had been there a
couple of months, a young female ensign was
assigned as my assistant, and she was
amongst the brainiest people I’ve ever met.
She generally sorted out the system and kept
me out of trouble.
I was the senior Canadian Forces guy
in the islands, so I was made the nominal CO
of the five Canadian Comm Research NCOs
based at the HF/DF station up-island (as, I
guess, compensation for Inuvik and Alert).
In my second year another Canadian
lieutenant-commander arrived from Norfolk
to take a new position with Commander
Oceans Systems Pacific, the SOSUS HQ on
the base. I was senior to him so kept my CO
status. One time for a Canadian national
election I was the Deputy Returning Officer
Hawaiian Islands, and collected the votes of
the CF members and spouses for onward
forwarding to CDLS.
But a more interesting sideline was
that every time a Canadian VIP was to arrive
in Oahu, MARPAC (in those days, RAdm Bob
Yanow) informed me, looking to me to meet
the VIP, show him and his wife around and
generally take them places. In a previous
reminiscence published in Soundings, I
recounted how I supported the visit of
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Defence Eric Nielsen. But others included
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Newfoundland Premier Brian Peckford, CDS
General Gérard Thériault, and Minister of
Defence Robert Coates. Let me digress and
talk about Coates for a moment.
As usual, I met Coates, his wife, his
Chief of Staff and an aide at the airport gate
and guided them through the airport VIP
security and customs/immigration. A USN
officer had also been assigned as escort, and
we met him in the terminal proper. While
Coates was staying at a Waikiki hotel, the
COS and aide were staying as a beachside
resort at the southwest corner of Oahu.
Against my better judgment I was talked into
taking the latter pair to the resort – I actually
hadn’t planned to be away from the office
that long.
The COS was an overweight, loud
character who tried to light his cigar while
seated in my car’s passenger seat. I put an
immediate stop to that, but it sure cooled the
conversation. When he got out at the resort
he didn’t even glance my way, let alone offer
a word of thanks.
The next morning I accompanied
Coates and his wife on the standard USN
visitors’ tour of Pearl Harbor, which includes
a guided boat tour of the harbour, a blow-byblow description of the Japanese attack, and
a stop at the Arizona memorial. Neither
Coates nor his wife said a word or asked any
questions during the entire tour.
That afternoon I went along with
Coates when he made an official visit with
CINCPAC, Admiral William J. Crowe (two
master’s degrees and a PhD), and later
Reagan’s Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff and after that, Ambassador to Great
Britain.
While Coates had a private meeting
with Crowe, I cooled my heels in the outer
office and admired the admiral’s collection of
hundreds of hats from around the world, all
displayed in glass cases. I noticed that he
even had an RMC pillbox.
We then all trooped into the CINCPAC
briefing room, where we were to be presented
with the standard Pacific Theatre brief. I had
seen this once before when I went with a
MARPAC representative, Eric Waal, to talk
about new ideas for cooperation, and it
hadn’t changed much. For the presentation,
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basically you can visualize CINCPAC and his
staff standing in Hawaii with their entire
focus looking westward. There was, for
example, no mention of Canada but lots of
mention of Australia, and this was the early
days of Brezhnev’s “analogous response” to
the US deployment of short range missiles in
Europe, in which the Soviets deployed
greater of numbers of SSBNs off North
American coasts. Besides the usual Yankee
class in its “box” off the west coast we now
had at least two Delta I submarines in the
eastern Pacific. At the end of the briefing,
my soul screamed to challenge some of the
stale notions that had been presented, but I
clamped my mouth shut. The presenters
turned to Coates and asked if he had any
comments or questions. His reply was,
“Well, I’m just a farmer from Nova Scotia….”
That was it, nothing else, and the
briefing concluded awkwardly in some
disarray. To tell the truth, I wasn’t that
surprised when we heard later that Coates
was caught in German strip club and fired by
the Prime Minister. I can speculate that he
was likely led there by his COS.
But of course
the more interesting
events at Third Fleet
involved more
operational
considerations. The
analogous response
deployments and even
the arrival of at least
two Victor class SSNs
off the entrance to the
Straits of Juan de
Fuca, meant that
Third Fleet had to take
charge. Being
Canadian and having
the right security
clearance, I was
allowed into the
operations room in the
basement, unlike the
Brit, Aussie, New
Zealand and Japanese
exchange officers, who
were excluded. I had to
visit the ops room
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periodically in order to use the antiquated
secure voice machine with which I talked
about classified issues with MARPAC staff.
(Fortunately, MARPAC was soon after issued
with the STU III secure telephone.)
I was told about an initiative that had
come to fruition. Using the new T-AGOS
SWATH towed array vessels that were
augmenting the SOSUS system under COSP,
and probably by information from trailing
USN SSNs, two US destroyers had silently
approached the vicinity of two of the Soviet
SSBNs. On the hour and in unison, both
destroyers went active on their SQS 26
sonars and gained contact…. One can
imagine the consternation that must have
rattled around the Kremlin.
In 1986, the time came for me to start
wrapping up my Hawaiian excursion.
Besides the biennial RIMPAC exercise in
Hawaiian waters, EXPO 86 was scheduled for
that summer in Vancouver. We received a
message from the Australian ship that was
enroute to Vancouver, asking if they could
have some aircraft and other services for
training purposes (air attacks, for example).

The Third Fleet Scheduling Staff: Front row: The Boss, the Yeoman,
the Office Manager, the Future Scheduler. Rear row: The Assistant
Current Scheduler, the Air Scheduler, the Current Scheduler.
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Standard procedure, but something didn’t
sound right. I dropped in to see the New
Zealand exchange officer, and he of course
told me that a New Zealand ship was in
company with the Aussie, enroute EXPO 86.
Well this set off alarm bells, because at that
time the Kiwis were persona non grata in the
USN because they had forbidden USN ships
visiting New Zealand ports if they didn’t
declare that they were nuclear-free. The
USN ships couldn’t comply with this,
because of the USN policy of neither
confirming nor denying the presence of
nuclear weapons. So again I had to send out
a NOFORN message about complying with
the Aussie requests but staying clear of the
Kiwi. The Aussie was welcomed into Pearl
Harbor, but the Kiwi had to go to a
commercial berth in Honolulu. Regardless,
there was a reception on the flight deck of
the New Zealand ship and Marilyn and I plus
a few USN staff were invited and went. We
sure enjoyed the Maori “haka” put on by
some of the crew members. It was all very
cordial; I heard later that the NZ Prime
Minister had risen in Parliament to declare,
“See, the relations with the USN aren’t all
that bad; we had USN officers at the
reception.”
This USN concern with the port access
of their ships was an ongoing concern, and
at least Third Fleet was getting aggressive
about it. When a Mexican port delayed
approval for a port visit for a nuclearpropelled cruiser, the Chief of Staff ordered
that the ship was to enter anyway; to hell
with Mexican sensitivities.
As part of the EXPO 86 planning I had
arranged for a returning battle group to take
the northern (as opposed to Hawaiian) route
back from WESTPAC. That is, they would
have a stop in an Alaskan port and
Vancouver before making it back to San
Diego. Naturally I scheduled the nuclearpowered ships into Esquimalt rather than
Vancouver; the larger port was closed to
them. Once again the COS wanted to force
the issue, but I managed to convince him
that the nuclear-powered ships going only to
Esquimalt was a long-standing practice
agreed by all concerned.

26

Marilyn and her mother also got
involved in EXPO 86 preparations. Adm
Yanow had sent me a bunch of EXPO 86 ties
and other paraphernalia. Marilyn and Evelyn
went to all the major offices in Honolulu –
the governor, the mayor, the senators, etc -and presented all the stuff on behalf of
Yanow. The Admiral in Esquimalt was very
pleased.
But the time came for me to turn over
to my Canadian relief, Ken Lait.
Unfortunately for Ken, during RIMPAC some
Orange forces, playing Spetsnaz teams, had
again demonstrated that they could easily
drive a truck laden with simulated explosives
up to the front door of Third Fleet’s
headquarters building. So the decision was
made to take the HQ to sea, and the
command ship USS Coronado was selected.
The problem was that while the fleet HQ staff
continued to be home-ported in Pearl Harbor,
the ship itself was home-ported in San Diego.
You’ll have to ask Ken how this worked out.
The Archer family travelled back to
Ottawa for me to take up a desk position in
the Directorate of Maritime Force
Development. The first thing we did on
arrival in early August was to visit Tommy
and Lefebvre to buy skis and all the
associated winter sports accoutrements for
our kids.
But the echoes of Hawaii weren’t done.
The next year my file was placed before the
annual promotion board. In it were my
collection of at least one special PER plus a
number of letters of commendation from preHawaii. But the pièce de resistance was the
citation for outstanding service to the USN,
signed by the Secretary of the Navy, John
Lehman. The chair of the promotion board
was Cmdre John Anderson, and he called
Adm Yanow on the west coast to get his
opinion on the validity of the US-written PER
and the US citation. Perhaps influenced by
the EXPO 86 ties, he said that I had done a
great job and that they were valid. The
upshot was that I was number one on the
1988 promotion list to commander. S
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messages are bounced you are removed from
the network.
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membership
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Starshell
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the year. Our Members reside across
Canada, in the United States, and overseas.
Fellow Members of NOAC Ottawa Branch
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Our Branch is slowly diminishing, as of this
time we number about 360, but we are still
the largest of the lot.
The difficulty is that your Membership Chair
does not know the majority of the people on
the lists; hence there is no personal
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Full details respecting membership
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www.noac.ottawa.on.ca.
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Membership Directory
A Directory is enclosed with each issue as an
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have most members who are on the Internet
and
with
whom
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Branch
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medium for the rapid movement of
information. Think about it! Please advise
your Membership Chair, Eric Deslauriers) of
changes to your email address. When
Return undeliverable address blocks to:
Publications Mail
The Ottawa Branch
Naval Officers Association of Canada
Box 505, Station B, Ottawa, ON K1P 5P
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